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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
Tenth Report — “Review of Auditor General Reports No. 4: Selected Reports 2013 and 2014” — Tabling 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [11.14 am]: I present for tabling the tenth report of the Public Accounts 
Committee entitled “Review of Auditor General Reports No. 4: Selected Reports 2013 and 2014”. 

[See paper 3414.] 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I am not the chairman of the committee; that is the member for Churchlands. I table the 
report in his absence and on behalf of the whole committee, some members of whom are here. I will be brief for 
members. One of the roles of the Public Accounts Committee is to review the reports and the progression of 
recommendations made by the Auditor General. This is another report that could otherwise be seen as 
a procedural report from the Public Accounts Committee. I want to note the chairman’s foreword—now that the 
chairman has graced us with his presence—that when the committee was formed after the 2013 election, it had 
a large backlog of Auditor General reports to deal with, and we are still, to a large degree, dealing with those, 
hence the select reports of 2013 and now 2014. After some consultation with other Public Accounts Committees 
around the nation the committee has adopted a triaging approach. The chairman’s foreword outlines that triaging 
approach, by which we decide which reports will take the attention and time of the committee. To quote from the 
chairman’s foreword — 

The triage criteria includes: program cost; public interest in the audit topic, criticality of findings; and 
the adequacy of the agency’s initial response to the recommendations as included in the 
Auditor General’s report. 

Our report is in three parts. The first deals with reports that we categorised as a lower priority; that is, reports that 
the committee may conclude its follow-up without corresponding with a particular agency, but reserving its right 
to go back to that agency. I will not go through them all, but members can see that all the reports from 2014 fall 
into that category. Similarly, chapter 2 deals with a range of reports from 2013 and 2014 that had some follow-
up, and chapters 3 to 7 included reports that had follow-up by way of written correspondence or a public hearing. 
Those reports included: “Delivering Western Australia’s Ambulance Services”; report into the “Public Trustee: 
Administration of the Financial Affairs of Vulnerable People”; “The Implementation and Initial Outcomes of the 
Suicide Prevention Strategy”; the applications controls audits “Firearms Management System—
Western Australia Police”; and the chapter titled “Metropolitan Public Hospitals—Qualified opinion on 
controls” from the “Audit Results Report”. 

It is, by and large, part of the role of the Public Accounts Committee to have this relationship with the 
Auditor General, which has attracted a lot of discussion internally about how the committee manages its time, 
because, to be frank, we spent a lot of our time on this procedural issue, rather than actually conducting inquiries 
into these particular financial issues that may be of some import or significance to the people of 
Western Australia. Again, I thank all members of the committee and to Michele Chiasson and Tim Hughes, the 
research officers of the Public Accounts Committee. 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [11.18 am]: First of all, I thank the Deputy Chair of the 
Public Accounts Committee for being prepared to step in, in my place. I had the wonderful opportunity this 
morning of representing the Premier at the fiftieth anniversary of Floreat Forum Shopping Centre, in Floreat 
That was a wonderful opportunity to engage with the community and to recognise that sometimes we take for 
granted our shopping centres in our local areas, but they can represent a key component of our community and 
a key hub for the community. 

I note that the Deputy Chair mentioned our “Review of Auditor General Reports No. 4” and the process that we 
have been following to oversee the Auditor General’s efforts in making our government agencies and 
departments more efficient and effective in the delivery of services to the community of Western Australia. One 
of the great joys of being on the Public Accounts Committee is that it presents the opportunity to oversee the 
diverse things that are going on in our state. By way of a small example, the chairman’s foreword of the 
committee’s tenth report highlights the types of issues it has been looking into. The Auditor General’s second 
report of 2014 looked at charging card administration fees. The Auditor General’s eighth report of 2014 is titled 
“Moving On: The Transition of Year 7 to Secondary School”. If we look at chapter 2 of the committee’s report, 
we can see that the Auditor General’s tenth report is entitled, “Supply and Sale of Western Australia’s Native 
Forest Products”, and the first report of 2014 is titled “Water Corporation: Management of Water Pipes”. 

The committee delved into some things in a little more detail because it wanted to make some of its own 
recommendations. They included, in chapters 3 to 7 of the Public Accounts Committee’s tenth report, the 
Auditor General’s fifth report, titled “Delivering Western Australia’s Ambulance Services”; the fourteenth 
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report, titled, “Public Trustee: Administration of the Financial Affairs of Vulnerable People”; and the seventh 
report, titled, “The Implementation and Initial Outcomes of the Suicide Prevention Strategy”. The list continues. 

I highlight to members that the role of the Public Accounts Committee is about not only following the dollar or 
looking into what taxpayers’ money is going towards and what it is doing, but also generally caring for the 
community in which we serve, and looking for better ways of doing so. By way of example, I will talk about 
some of the committee’s recommendations. Recommendation 1 on page vii under “Findings and 
Recommendations” related to the fifth report, entitled “Delivering Western Australia’s Ambulance Services”. 
The committee recommends — 

The Minister for Health report on how the new multi-year contract between WA Health and St John 
Ambulance WA addresses the issues raised by the Auditor General regarding the previous contract, in 
particular the extent to which the new contract enables WA Health to better demonstrate the quality, 
reliability, responsiveness and value for money of the state’s ambulance service. 

Recommendation 2 deals with the suicide prevention strategy. The committee recommends — 
The Mental Health Commission finalise the governance structure and over-arching implementation plan 
linked to Suicide Prevention 2020: Together We Can Save Lives. 

The eleventh report of the Auditor General deals with the firearms management system of WA Police. 
Recommendation 3 of the tenth report of the Public Accounts Committee states — 

WA Police complete the roll-out of its new firearms licensing and registry system by November 2015. 
Recommendation 4 states — 

WA Police introduce processes that will enable its ongoing firearms amnesty initiative to be routinely 
monitored and assessed. 

Members can quite clearly see that the work the Public Accounts Committee oversees, separate to its own 
inquiry work, can be diverse. Very often, committee members will bring into the discussion or inquiry personal 
experiences that have been related to them by members of their electorate. Those anecdotes make us look a little 
more carefully at how services are being delivered because we look at them from the perspective of our 
constituents who are at the coalface and receive the services. The committee wants to make sure that what it is 
looking at is practical and able to make a difference so that people can be supported. 

In conclusion, overseeing the work of the Auditor General is not the only work the committee does. It also 
inquires into other ways of getting better value for money for taxpayers’ dollars. The committee is currently 
looking at two inquiries: one into information communications technology procurement for state government 
agencies and departments, and the other into the overall efficiency, effectiveness and transparency of the 
governance of local governments. Those inquiries are separate from what the Auditor General does and are the 
committee’s own inquiries. The committee covers a volume of enjoyable work. 

I thank my fellow committee members—deputy chair, Mr Ben Wyatt, MLA; Mrs Glenys Godfrey, MLA; 
Mr Bill Johnston, MLA; and Mr Matt Taylor—for their commitment to following up the Auditor General’s 
reports. I also thank the committee secretariat—Mr Tim Hughes, Ms Michele Chiasson and Ms Lucy Roberts—
for their dedication and professionalism in assisting with our work. 
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